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Queft. 1. J Have feen your Refolution about the 

| Cafe of the Rational Soul's Infufion, 
but fhall be much dif-fatisfied about st, till I re- 
ceive your Anfwer to the following Queries.— 
(Q.1.) Whether when God created Man in the 
State of Innocency, be gave him power by bis ge- 
neral Blefing (We fruitful, and multiply) ro 
generate his whole Kind, that is to fay, a RKea- 
{onable Creature ; which he cannot be [aid to 
do, if he had power only to beget a Body, with no 
more than an Animal Soul? Whence isthe Man, 
if the Rational Habit be wanting ; or in bis Ge- 
neration, wherein doth he differ from a Bruit ? 
(Q 2.) How fhal we underftand that Lext, 
Gen. 5. 3. That Adam (after his Apoftacy) be- 
gat a Son in his own Likenefs, avd his Image? 
Lf it be not of his whole Nature, Viz. 4 compleat 
Man corrupted, and this from Infancy, before the 
Men bers or Faculties of the Body could attually 
exercife any Oprationsto fin; which feems ftrong- 
ly to militate against your Opimon that the in 
fuled Soul receives Taint from the Senfes of the 
Body? (Q. 3.) Whether, in contradtttion to 
this Opinion, doth not our Saviour exprefly tell 
us thar Nothing coming out of the Mouth 
(and confequéntly from the other Bodily Facul- 
ties) defiles the Man, but that which proceeds 
out of the Heart, 4s the first Principle? This 
therefore being an undeniable Truth from Christ's 
own Words, (connetted with what is aforefaid of 
Adam’s corrupted Iffue in very Infancy,) how 
comes Man to be focorrup’ed, (as fad Experience 
tells ws,) if the ‘oul of Man be infufid by the ho- 
ly God, out of whofe Hand nothing unclean pro- 
ceeds? (Q. 4.) Whether doth not this Opinion 
of the Soul’s Infufion contradst that Scripture, 
where tis faid, That after the Sixth Day, God 
ceafed from all his Works that he had made? 
(That is to fay, of Creation.) For if Souls are 
infuled, out of the way of common Generation, in- 
to all that are born intothe World, then a conti- 
nued Creation of Spiritual Substances out of Non- 
pre-existent Matter muft neceffarily be fuppofed 5 
and by confequence, it will be a puxling Confide- 
ration, how -Adam’s Guilt fhould become ours, 
comparing one thing with another, notwith{tana- 
ing I am not of Opinion that the Soul is mortal, 
which is the great Stumbling-block in the way of 
its Generative Produétion. 

Anfw. The firft Queftion fuppofeth Man 
to get the mhole Man, Body, Soul and Spirit ; 
or elfe that his Generation differs not from 
Brutes. To which we anfwer, That which 
comes immediately from God, is not begot 
by Man. bur the Soul or Spirit comes imme- 
diately from God, therefore it is not begot 
by Man: The Major Propofition is indifputa- 
ble. the Minor is proved from this Text, Ec- 
clef. 12.7. Then {hall th: Duft return tothe Earth 
as jt was, and the Spirit to‘s0d that gareit. As 
alfo from that, Gen 2.7. He breathed into his 
Noftrils the Breath of Life, and he became a liv- 


ing Soul: Which is full enough. And atthe 


fame time the preceding part of the Verfe 
fhews, that the Body of Man was made be- 
fore his Soul. As to the Parity of Genera- 
tion betwixt Men and Brutes, read Ece/e/. 3. 
19. for that which befalleth the Sons of Men 
befalleth Beafts, even one thing befalleth 
them: As the one dieth, fo dieth the orhers 
yea, they have all one Breath: So that a Man 
hath no Pre-eminence above a Beaft, for all 
is Vanity. Speaking as all Interpreters con- 
clude, about the Animal Life. 

Anfwer to the ad Q. Which fuppofech that 
this Text, Adatn begat a Son in bis oww Like- 
nefs intimates that dam begat- Body and 
Soul; ard if fo, the Senfes could not taint 
the Soul wich Sin, or be the Means of Ar- 
taindure, as has been formerly infinuated.— 
To tnis we anfwer, chat we have already pro- 
ved that Adam begat not the Soul: So chat 
the Text of dams begetting one in his own 
Likenefs, means, thar he begat a Man, not 
a Lyon, Eagle, or Whale. As to that Philo- 
fophical Maxim of every thing begetting his 
Like, we anfwer. Man begat fomething fo 
like a Man, as to diltinguith him from other 
Creatures ; and as to the Soul receiving its 
Actaindure from the Body, or by means of 
the Body, we fee no Philofophical Reafon to 
dif believe it; nor do we yer meet with one 
Text, which infers a Neceflicv of the Soal’s 
Self-Corruption, or that it was corrupted be- 
fore it was joyned to the Body. 

Anfw. to the 3d, 2ueft. Which fuppofech 
that chofe Words of our Saviour, viz. That 
which cometh out of the Man, defiles a Mans as 
Murders, &c. do infer, that ic is the wicked- 
nefs of the Internal Parts, or the Soal, thar 
defiles the Man, and not the Senfes. To 
which we anfwer, We don’t fay that the 
Senfes defile the Soul , but that the Soul 
is defiled by means of the Senfes; as, by 
the Fy@ic is tempred co Luft, @c. So rhac 
fuch Texts as thefe, We are by Nature the 
Children of Wrath,— mutt be explained by 
fuch as thefe, From whence come Wars and 
Fightings among you ? Come they not hence, even 
of your Lufts that war in your Members ?-— 
And then we fhall find the A4edium of fuch 
an Unhappinefs always was, and yet is effest- 
ed by our Members or Senfes. Confider bur 
any Sin, and you will find the Original nor to 
be in your Soul, but the Senfes. As for In- 
ftance, Murder: The Perfon murdered abu- 
fed you, your Ear was the firft Receptacle of 
the Affront; Or perhaps a Blow, which: the 
Senfe of Feeling firft refented, and conveyed she 
Injury to the Paffions, which, by anatural De- 
feét through Adam’s Fall, does erroncoufly re- 
prefent this Affront to the Uuderftanding, which 
is the Seat of the Soul; and the Soul wills the 
A@, as guided by the Underftanding. ’Tis 


not 


Se : 


haps it is a little too generally deliver d, 
all che Faculties of the Soul and y are 
corrupted by 4dam’s Fall: Ic will be found 
hard to be proved, that it has eflentially 
weakned any more of us, than is common fo 


Beafts is to fay, our Animal Life, and 
Aor eda Ae dete and Parts there- 


all the conftitutive F 
of ; for our Souls fhall yet live for ever: We 
can number certainly yet, and make certain 
Demonftrationsin the Matbematicks ; but we 
are at a lofs when we come to ule our Senfes, 
tolove, fear, chufe, refufe,&c. which are com- 
mon to Brutes: -Adam’s Fall has brought our 
Bodies into an inevitable State of Mortality, 
and has diforder’d not only his own, but the 
whole State and Frame of Nature; fo thar 
when a pure Sou! comes to act in srregular Bo- 
dies, iterrs not by itsown Defect, but by Ac- 
cident, or Refultance; as a good Mulician 
plays ill upon an Inftrument out of Tune. 

Anfw.to the ath Qasfe That God finifhed 
gll his Works upon the Sixth Day.— We 
anfwer, that, according to the Schools, Reft 
is oppofed to Motion, and confequently to 
Labour : And Motion, inrefpect to Spiritual 
Beings, as God, Angels, Souls, is. twofold : 
1. By Operation of any thing— 2. By de- 
figning {ome new Action. And hence Reft 
is taken two wayss one, by Ceffation from 
Labour ; and the other, by Fulfiding of the 
Defire : after both which Ways, God is {aid 
to have rélted the Seventh Day, becaule he 
cealed to make any new Species or Kinds of 
Creatures, that he had not made before, for 
the Souls of Men are no new Creation; I 
mean, what is different from the Summ of 

Six Days Labour, no more cthaa Lyons, 
orfes, &c. thache daily makes by the Se. 
ries and Chain of Nature, which cannot be 
denied to be his daily Workmanfhip: As alfo 
particular Inftances of unaccountable Deli- 
verances or Judgments, which he effects not 
by the Order ot Second Caufes. 

Queft. 2. Why a Pump may not be made to 
draw Water an hundred Feet deep as well as 
twenty four, &c? | 

Anfw. There are two more Queftions, which 
came along with che fame Letter, viz. Who 
was the firft that drew Water oxt of the Earth 
bya Pump— And, Why there may not be an 

Invention of Air to do it, as well as continual La- 
bour of Man, Horfe, &c. The firft of thefe 
Queftions deferves an Anfwer, the two latft 
we think not worth the taking notice of; 
one of them being a Secret, in it felf, not worth 
a Minute’s Study; and the other being 100 pro- 
fitable an Invention to let go out of our Hands, 
if we knew it: However, the firft makes a- 
mends, and we are willing to oblige the Gen- 
tleman in it; and if he fends again, we defire 
him not to be fo very angry in being not an- 
fwered till his Turn comes again. .We have 
pot yet been affured of the Matter of Fad, but 
take it for granted, as feeing very plaufible 
Reafons for it. 

(1.) There is a certain intrinfick Vertue and 
Power in all rhe Elements, whereby they do (as 
much as the Subject can be paffive ) change 
any part of the other Elements into their own 


that 


« by oa 


to the Queftion to add, that per- Nature: Thus the Air draws 


- 


ar 
little Lakes of Water into it feif : Thus Wood, 
Stones, Ge. being put into Fire, are over- 
come by ir, and imbibe its hor Quality. And 
fo of the reit. 

(2.) By this Innate Power and Virtue in 
the Elements, each one will feruggle and fight 
with the other, and the ftronger (asin other 
Natural Beings) will always overcome. Thus: 
Water and Fire mix’d together, will never 
leave fighting, till che Water is evaporated, 
and divides its Nature betwixt Earth and 
Air; or until the Fire is extinguithed, (char 
is,) driven from its proper Aliment, or thar 
which it feeds upon, 4s Wood, Coals, Sulpbusr, 
(c. and its more {ubrile part concens d into 
Air ; for it is impoffible chat any thing fhould 
be annihilated, though it may be changed. 

From this laft (tis hoped) we have reafon- 
ably congluded, how a Bottle, ftoppd with a 


ftrong Cork, and let down fo many Fathoms into 


the Sea, was forcibly driven into the Bottle; 
for that little quantity of Ai having gone 
too far ina covtrary Element, and finding it 
{elf oppreis'd by the or4ers oppofite Power, 
and being beyond a poffibility of farther Re- 
lief from its own, began togather its Strength, 


as all other Natures do, by Contrastion and U- 
nton, till the general Frame of Nature was for- 


ced either to fuffer a “ecuum in che reft of the 
Bottle, or elfe to fend in rhe Water into it, 
to fupply its place, by driving in rhe Cork 
to come at it. And this is evident from this 


Experiment: Take two Bottles, one larger 


than other, equally cork’d, and of the like 
widenefs at the Mouth, and you will find 
that the greater quantity of Air will drive 


farther into irs Enemies Quarters before it is 
repuls'd, than the lefler. That Elefriciry, thar 


natural buoying quality of the Air cannot af- 
fimilate ic felf to the declining Centre of Gra- 
vity:— From which Reafon, an Anfwer is 
inferr’d to the prefent Queftion, viz The Air, 
when it is loofe, and.expanded upon the Surface 
of the Earth or Waters, has a great deal 
more power, than when it isconfined within 
the xarrow Limits of aWels and doudtlefS, 2a 
Bottle cork’d, and let down into a very dee 

Well, would have the above-mentioned Ef- 
fect many Fathoms Ebber than at the Sea. 
Now there being no Pumping without the Affi- 


ftance of Air, it cannot reafonably be fuppoled 


to be aiding fo deep in its Enemy’s Bounds, 
where ithas enough to do to defend ic felf 
from its Affaule, or that Innate Virtue and 
Power mentioned before, wherewith the 
other Elements are alfo furnifhed, to con- 
quer their oppofice Aggreffor, when too 
weak for them. 

Queft. 3. Whether, in any Sciences, the Pra- 
thick or Ibeory is moft preferable ? 

_Axfw, The Gentleman that fent this Que- 
ftion pretends a Dif-fatisfation, from what 
Grounds I know not-— The End of Think- 
ing and Knowing, is Action; therefore thefe 
being fubfervient to Aétion, mutt neceflarily 
be letsnoble. If the Gentleman pleafe to make 
his Objections, or give us the Occafions and 
Grounds of his LinquietnefS, we thal! endea- 
vour a particular Satisfaction to him. 
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